
Carpathian Peace Park: 
an initiative for cross-border 

cooperation in the Eastern Europe

Dr. Marcel Mindrescu
University of Suceava and Geoconcept Association of Applied Geography 

The working group established by the President of Romania, His Excellency Mr. Klaus Werner Iohannis for mitigating 
climate change: an integrated approach for Romania

mindrescu@atlas.usv.ro

21st November 2024



Black Sea

Danube 
Delta

Danube 



The Peace Park concept 

Is based on the belief that the collaboration of bordering nations to 
share in the management of the natural areas that lie between 
them, promotes peaceful relations between these nations.

At the end of the Cold War, there was a realization that we could 
consider ways of using ecology for peacebuilding through a series of 
transboundary conservation areas.

This presentation will consider how we might move to the next step of 
using such zones instrumentally for peace-building through the much 
more deliberate notion of “Peace Parks".



Bucovina Natural Park

The first phase in the 
establishment of the cross-
border Carpathian Peace 
Park framework we are 
proposing through this 
initiative is the formation of a 
national protected area at 
the northern border of 
Romania in the medium-
elevation mountainous area 
of Suceava county: 
Bucovina Natural Park.



Carpathian Peace Park

Along with the existing national parks 
located near the RO-UA border in Ukraine 
- Cheremosh National Nature Park and 
- National Nature Park “Vyzhnytskyi”, 
Bucovina Natural Park will form the cross-
border Carpathian Peace Park.



The RO – UA border in Suceava county 
(Bucovina)

Separates some of the most deprived 
communities in Romania (and in the EU), 
due to spatial isolation and remoteness, the 
limitations imposed by the state border (still 
perceived as the border of the former USSR) 
and the lack of resources allotted for the 
development of this region, leading to massive 
outbound migration and depopulation of 
mountain villages.



Historical and ethnic-linguistic 
context of Bucovina

During the time of the Duchy of Bukovina (1775-1918), 
this region saw peaceful cohabitation between multiple 
ethnic and/or linguistic groups of people: Romanians, 
Ukrainians/ Hutsuls/Ruthenians, Jews, Germans, 
Poles, Hungarians, Lipovans/Russians, Slovakians 
Roma etc.

However, the Soviet invasion of 1941 and WWII split 
Bucovina in two parts, with the northern half 
incorporated in the USSR and the southern half as a part 
of Romania, dividing villages, communities and 
families for several decades.

During the conflict and in its aftermath some ethnic and 
linguistic groups that were previously well represented 
have nearly disappeared, such as the population of 
Jewish and German ethnicities, while others 
diminished severely.



Biogeographical potential of Bucovina
The region is covered with forest to a considerable 
extent and no major problems with illegal logging 
have been reported.
Coniferous, mixed and broad-leaved forests cover 
ca. 70% of the area.
Forest management is much more effective 
compared to other areas along the border with 
Ukraine.
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Geographical
context
Location in the central 
area of the Carpathian 
Range.



Geographical
context
Location near the 
geographical center of the 
European continent.



Hydrographical
context

Romania and Ukraine 
share several major 
drainage basins:
- Tisa River
- Siret River 
(including Suceava r.)
- Prut River
- Danube River  
- Danube Delta
- Black Sea



A history of environmental conflict 
between Romania and Ukraine

The management of Bastroe Channel 
sparked tensions between Romania 
and Ukraine (which share the Danube 
Delta) and drew criticism from the 
European Union and environmental 
groups, who believe it could harm this 
unique ecosystem, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site since 1991.



The Snake Island dispute was a 
conflict between the two 
countries about legitimate access 
to resources in the Black Sea.

Romania and Ukraine have 
solved a 40-year-old border 
dispute over a large petrol and 
gas-rich area of the Black Sea, at 
the International Court of Justice 
of the UN.

ROMANIA

A history of environmental conflict 
between Romania and Ukraine



The Carpathian Peace Park
Bucovina Natural Park, the Romanian part of 
the Carpathian Peace Park, will include the 
upper basin of the Suceava river and will 
extend along the Eastern Carpathians over a 
distance of about 70 km, between Vicovu de Sus 
(Romania) to the east and Sarata (Ukraine) to 
the west.
On the Romanian side, we propose that 
Bucovina Natural Park will cover an area of ca. 
100.000 ha, including the communes of 
Sucevita, Putna, Straja, Brodina, Ulma, Izvoarele 
Sucevei and Cârlibaba.

On the Ukrainian side the Carpathian Peace 
Park will comprise two existing parks: Nature 
Park "Vyzhnytskyi" and Cheremosh National 
Nature Park, as well as the so-called Bukowina 
Corridor, which cover a total area of up to 
70.000 ha, and will connect these protected 
areas to Bucovina Natural Park in Romania.

Bukowina Corridor 



Will play an important role in:

i) maintaining and improving bilateral relations between Ukraine and Romania;

ii) creating a climate of peace and cooperation for managing resources as well as for 
controlling illegal activities in the cross-border area (e.g. cigarette smuggling and 
trafficking);

iii) preserving the natural heritage and biodiversity, while increasing or maintaining 
the areas covered by forest ecosystems, which are critical actions in the context of 
current and upcoming climate and environmental changes;

iv) bringing out of isolation a territory that once represented a model for successful 
regional development and for peaceful cohabitation between multiple ethnic groups; 

v) protecting the unique architectural and cultural heritage of all ethnic 
communities, and particularly of the Hutsul population living on both sides of the 
border.

The Carpathian Peace Park



In the period that will follow the end of the conflict in Ukraine (the post-conflict European era), 
the Carpathian Peace park initiative could be a model of environmental diplomacy that will lead 
to long-term peace and reconciliation and to better collaboration in protecting the environment and 
managing regional resources in a sustainable manner.

Other fields which could benefit from this initiative include developing tourist infrastructure, 
economic partnerships, academic exchanges and joint scientific contributions.

The cross-border Peace Park has the potential to set an example of good practice for other 
countries in Eastern Europe that have gone through totalitarian regimes, political and 
military conflicts, and overall underdevelopment and environmental neglect.

Most of all, the Carpathian Peace Park will be a free space where respect is granted for people of 
all ethnicities and for biodiversity.

The Carpathian Peace Park



Thank you!
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Statements supporting the 
Carpathian Peace Park proposal

Dr. William S. Keeton
Professor of Forest Ecology and Forestry
Director, UVM Carbon Dynamics Laboratory
Fellow, Gund Institute for Environment
Advisory Board, Science for the Carpathians
Fulbright Specialist (Ukraine), Fulbright Scholar (Austria) 

Map courtesy of Dr. Marcel Mindrescu



“The Carpathian Peace Park would build on a long history of 
successful trans-boundary protected areas in the Carpathians”

East Carpathian Biosphere Reserve WWF workshop in 2015 exploring 
options for transboundary protected 
areas linking Ukraine and Romania



Key Recommendations:

• Forest restoration and reforestation:  
Diversifying landscapes to reduce 
disturbance risks 

• Protecting and conserving natural 
forests: 
Establishing and effectively managing 
protected areas, national parks, and 
nature reserves

• Enhancing forest landscape 
connectivity: 
Allowing species to migrate and adapt to 
changing climate conditions

“The Peace Park proposal is consistent with recommendations of the 
recent Climate Risks and Adaptation Assessment for Carpathian Forests”



“Romanian old and primary 
forests are of continental 
and global importance

They are universally 
considered High 
Conservation Value Forests

Transboundary protected 
areas networks help sustain 
these systems”
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