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Brief introduction to the project

July 2022 – June 2026

NaturaConnect co-develops

knowledge, tools and capacity 

to support countries realizing the 
objectives of the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy 2030.

• 30% of land and sea protected 

• 10% thereof strictly

• Establish TEN-N
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Designing a resilient and coherent Trans-European Network for 
Nature and People



Project consortium

17 Research institutions

5 Policy and practitioner organisations

12 countries across Europe

Lead: International Institute for Applied 
System Analyses (IIASA), Austria

Co-lead: Martin-Luther-University, 
Germany
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Case studies

International case study

• Danube-Carpathian Transboundary Region

National case studies

• Finland

• France

• Portugal

Regional case studies

• The Doñana Region in Spain

• Leipzig-Halle Peri-urban Floodplains, 
Germany
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Main activities in the Danube-Carpathian region

• Collaboration with the Carpathian 
Convention, the ICPDR and 
EUSDR on ecological connectivity 
aspects based on the Declaration 
& supported by the project

• Stakeholder engagement 
workshops, interviews, surveys for 
the development of project outputs

• Scientific research by BOKU in 
cooperation with other project 
partners

• Capacity building

5

Copyright: Rastislav Staník



Selected results up-to-date
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Towards knowledge

• Review of PA and Ecological Connectivity 
Governance and Financing & 
Recommendations

• GIS Database across Europe

Towards tools

• Connectivity Guidelines & project database

• NaturaConnector drafted

Towards capacity building

• Competence Assessment 

• NaturaConnect Learning Platform
Copyright: Hildegard Meyer, WWF-CEE



Brief introduction to results 
up-to-date

7



Review and synthesis of best 
practices in governance and land-
use policies to implement TEN-N

DOI: https://doi.org/10.3897/arphapreprints.e139236
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Factsheets for funding opportunities
Public     Private

• LIFE funding

• Interreg (European Territorial 
Cooperation) programme

• European Regional Development 
Funds & Cohesion Funds

• Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
funds

• European Maritime, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture funds (EMFAF)
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• Users pay principle for protected 
areas

• Green bonds

• Resilience bonds

• Dept for nature swaps

• Aligning subsidies for nature

• Blended finance approaches

WILL SOON BE PUBLISHED ON THE WEBSITE!



Integrating blue and green infrastructure

In the Danube-Carpathian region – BOKU’s science work

10
Copyright: WWF-CEE



11

Guidelines for connectivity conservation and 
planning in Europe with supporting web based 
inventory and databases

DOI: https://doi.org/10.3897/arphapreprints.e129021

Project database: https://naturaconnect.idiv.de/projects/



©WWF RomaniaLanding page of the Competence Assessment Tool

Purpose

Assess essential competences for 

connectivity and conservation planning

• Competence assessment based on 

the IUCN Global Register for 

Competences for Protected Area 

Practitioners

• Comprehensive self-assessment for 

biodiversity conservation managers, 

spatial planning technicians and data 

analysts (30-40 min)

Training Needs Assessment Tool
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https://conservation-cat.com/naturaconnect

https://conservation-cat.com/naturaconnect


©WWF Romania

Landing page of the NaturaConnect Learning Platform

Target audience

Biodiversity conservation managers, 

spatial planning technicians and data 

analysts

Objectives

• Improve conservation planning

• Empower users to apply 

NaturaConnect outputs

Self-paced course with sequential and 

stand-alone modules​, hosted by the 

European Nature Academy

NaturaConnect Learning Platform

https://europeannatureacademy.com/course/naturaconnect

13

https://europeannatureacademy.com/
https://europeannatureacademy.com/course/naturaconnect


Open-access GIS Database across Europe

https://zenodo.org/communities/naturaconnect
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One example out of 12: Metadatabase of available data on drivers, pressures, biodiversity, 

ecosystem services and conservation actions

https://zenodo.org/records/14008205
https://zenodo.org/records/14008205


https://riojournal.com/topical_collection/247/
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Ideas for engagement in 2025

Webinar/workshop series

Possible topics

• Possible ways of implementing recommendations 
derived from the Review

• Financing protected areas and ecological corridors

• Connectivity – technical workshop for planners 
(PPGIS Public Participation GIS)

• Climate change and land-use scenarios

• Map of integrated blue and green infrastructure in the 
Danube-Carpathian region

• Launch events for new modules at the Learning 
Platform
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Connect with 

NaturaConnect!

www.naturaconnect.eu

naturaconnect@iiasa.ac.at

Scan the code to visit our website!

NaturaConnect receives funding under the European Union’s Horizon 
Europe research and innovation programme under grant agreement 

number 101060429. The contents of this material are the sole 

responsibility of  the NaturaConnect consortium and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of the European Union.

facebook.com/NaturaConnectProject

linkedin.com/company/naturaconnect/

twitter.com/NaturaConnect
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